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1999 volkswagen golf tdi turbocharger rebuild
and repair guide 706712 0001 Updated Version

1999 volkswagen golf tdi turbocharger rebuild and repair guide 706712 0001 is an essential
resource for car enthusiasts, mechanics, and Volkswagen Golf TDI owners aiming to restore optimal
performance to their vehicle?s turbocharging system. The turbocharger plays a pivotal role in
enhancing engine efficiency and power output, especially in diesel engines like the one found in the
1999 VW Golf TDI. Over time, however, the turbocharger may suffer from wear and tear, leading to
reduced performance, increased emissions, and potentially costly engine damage if not properly
maintained or repaired. This comprehensive guide provides step-by-step instructions, tips, and key
considerations for rebuilding and repairing the turbocharger with part number 706712 0001,
ensuring your vehicle runs smoothly and reliably.

Understanding the 1999 Volkswagen Golf TDI Turbocharger (Part
Number 706712 0001)

What is a Turbocharger?

A turbocharger is a device that forces more air into the engine?s combustion chamber, allowing for
more fuel to be burned efficiently. This results in increased power, better fuel economy, and reduced
emissions. In the 1999 VW Golf TDI, the turbocharger is a vital component that helps maximize
diesel engine performance.

Specifics of the 706712 0001 Turbocharger

The turbocharger with part number 706712 0001 is designed specifically for the 1999 VW Golf TDI
model. It comprises several key components:

- Turbine wheel and housing
- Compressor wheel and housing
- Center housing and rotating assembly (CHRA)
- Actuator mechanisms

Understanding these parts is crucial for diagnosing issues and performing effective rebuilds.

Common Symptoms Indicating Turbocharger Problems
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Before embarking on repair or rebuild procedures, it?s important to recognize signs of turbocharger
failure:

- Loss of Power: Engine feels sluggish or lacks acceleration.
- Excessive Exhaust Smoke: Increased black or gray smoke indicates turbo issues.
- Whining or Siren Noise: Unusual sounds from the turbo area.
- Check Engine Light: Often triggered by boost pressure sensor faults.
- Oil Consumption: Increased oil usage or oil leaks around the turbo.
- Boost Pressure Drop: Lower-than-normal boost pressure readings.

If you notice these symptoms, it?s advisable to inspect and potentially rebuild the turbocharger to
prevent further engine damage.

Tools and Parts Required for Turbocharger Rebuild

Proper tools and replacement parts are essential for a successful rebuild. Here is a list of
recommended items:

Tools

- Socket set and ratchets
- Screwdrivers (flathead and Phillips)
- Torque wrench
- Snap ring pliers
- Bearing puller or extractor
- Cleaning brushes and solvent
- Precision measuring tools (micrometer, dial gauge)
- Seal installation tools

Parts & Consumables

- Turbocharger rebuild kit for part number 706712 0001 (includes bearings, seals, and gaskets)
- New turbine and compressor wheels (if damaged)
- Replacement actuator (if faulty)
- High-temperature grease and oil
- Cleaning solvent (e.g., degreaser)

Step-by-Step Turbocharger Rebuild Process
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1. Remove the Turbocharger from the Vehicle

Begin by safely lifting the vehicle and disconnecting the negative battery terminal. Follow these
steps:

- Drain engine oil and coolant, if necessary.
- Remove intake pipes and exhaust downpipe connected to the turbo.
- Unbolt the turbocharger mounting brackets and carefully detach it from the engine.

2. Disassemble the Turbocharger

- Remove the actuator if applicable.
- Carefully disassemble the turbine and compressor housings.
- Extract the CHRA (center housing rotating assembly).
- Use snap ring pliers to remove retaining rings holding bearings and wheels.

3. Inspect Components

- Check turbine and compressor wheels for cracks, chips, or damage.
- Measure shaft and bearing clearances with precision tools.
- Inspect seals and gaskets for wear or deterioration.
- Examine the housings for cracks or warping.

4. Clean All Parts

- Use degreaser and brushes to thoroughly clean all components.
- Remove carbon deposits, oil residue, and dirt.
- Dry parts completely before reassembly.

5. Replace Worn or Damaged Parts

- Install new bearings, seals, and gaskets from the rebuild kit.
- Replace turbine or compressor wheels if damaged.
- Ensure all parts are compatible with part number 706712 0001.

6. Reassemble the Turbocharger
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- Carefully reassemble the CHRA, ensuring correct alignment.
- Use the torque wrench to tighten fasteners to manufacturer specifications.
- Install new gaskets and seals to prevent leaks.
- Reinstall the actuator, if applicable.

7. Reinstall the Turbocharger

- Reattach the turbo to the exhaust and intake manifolds.
- Reconnect oil and coolant lines.
- Double-check all connections and fasteners.

8. Test the Rebuilt Turbocharger

- Start the engine and monitor boost pressure.
- Listen for abnormal noises.
- Check for oil leaks and proper operation of the actuator.
- Use diagnostic tools to verify boost levels and engine performance.

Maintenance Tips for Longevity of the Rebuilt Turbocharger

Proper maintenance extends the life of your turbocharger:

- Regularly change engine oil with high-quality diesel oil.
- Use clean, high-grade fuel.
- Allow the engine to warm up before driving aggressively.
- Avoid sudden acceleration and high RPMs immediately after startup.
- Periodically inspect and replace air filters to prevent debris ingress.
- Check for oil leaks or unusual noises during routine maintenance.

Common Troubleshooting and Repair Tips

If issues persist after rebuild, consider:

- Rechecking clearances and assembly torque.
- Inspecting the wastegate and actuator for proper operation.
- Verifying the condition of the intake and exhaust systems for blockages.
- Consulting professional diagnostics if boost pressure remains abnormal.
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Conclusion: Ensuring Optimal Performance with Proper
Turbocharger Rebuild

Rebuilding the turbocharger on your 1999 VW Golf TDI with part number 706712 0001 can
significantly restore engine power, fuel efficiency, and reliability. While the process requires
patience, proper tools, and attention to detail, it is a rewarding DIY project that saves money and
extends the life of your vehicle. Regular maintenance and timely repairs will ensure your
turbocharger continues to perform at its best, providing the performance and efficiency that make
the VW Golf TDI a standout choice among diesel drivers.

For best results, always refer to the manufacturer?s specifications and consult professional
resources or mechanics if you are unsure about any step in the process. With proper care and
understanding, your 1999 VW Golf TDI turbocharger can deliver reliable performance for many
miles to come.
 
1999 Volkswagen Golf TDI Turbocharger Rebuild and Repair Guide 706712 0001

The 1999 Volkswagen Golf TDI turbocharger rebuild and repair guide 706712 0001 is an essential
resource for mechanics, DIY enthusiasts, and Volkswagen owners aiming to restore optimal
performance to their turbocharged diesel engine. Turbochargers are critical components that
significantly influence engine power, efficiency, and overall vehicle longevity. Proper understanding
of their rebuild process, common issues, and repair techniques ensures that your Golf TDI continues
to deliver reliable performance.

Understanding the Turbocharger in the 1999 Volkswagen Golf TDI

What Is a Turbocharger?

A turbocharger is a device that forces extra air into the combustion chamber, allowing the engine to
generate more power without increasing its size. It consists of a turbine wheel and a compressor
wheel connected via a shared shaft. Exhaust gases turn the turbine wheel, which then spins the
compressor wheel to pressurize incoming air.

Significance in the 1999 Golf TDI

The 1999 Volkswagen Golf TDI relies heavily on its turbocharger to achieve its performance and fuel
efficiency goals. The turbo allows for higher boost pressures, which in turn enhances power output
and torque delivery. As a result, maintaining the turbocharger?s health is crucial for engine longevity
and ensuring the vehicle?s optimal operation.

Common Signs Indicating Turbocharger Problems
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Identifying turbocharger issues early can prevent further engine damage. Here are typical symptoms
that suggest your turbo may need repair or rebuild:

- Loss of Power: Noticeable decrease in acceleration and overall engine responsiveness.
- Excessive Exhaust Smoke: Blue or black smoke indicating oil leakage or incomplete

combustion.
- Whining or Siren Noise: Unusual sounds during acceleration or deceleration.
- Check Engine Light: Diagnostic trouble codes related to boost pressure or turbo malfunction.
- Oil Consumption: Increased oil usage or oil leaks around the turbocharger.
- Reduced Fuel Efficiency: Drop in miles per gallon due to inefficient air intake.

If you experience any of these issues, a thorough inspection or rebuild of the turbocharger may be
necessary.

Pre-Rebuild Inspection and Troubleshooting

Before proceeding with a rebuild, perform a comprehensive diagnosis:

- Visual Inspection: Check for oil leaks, damaged hoses, and broken or worn components.
- Performance Testing: Measure boost pressure with a manometer to verify if the turbo is

delivering the expected boost.
- Check for Shaft Play: Remove the intake and exhaust pipes, then manually rotate the turbine

and compressor wheels. Excessive lateral or axial play indicates worn bearings.
- Inspect for Oil Contamination: Remove the turbo and examine oil residues and carbon deposits

on turbine blades.

Tools and Equipment Required for Turbocharger Rebuild

Rebuilding a turbocharger requires specific tools and parts:

- Basic Hand Tools: Wrenches, screwdrivers, pliers
- Specialized Tools:
- Turbocharger bearing puller
- Snap ring pliers
- Dial indicator for axial and radial play measurement
- Clean workspace and compressed air
- Replacement Parts:
- Turbocharger rebuild kit (seals, bearings, gaskets)
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- New turbine or compressor wheels (if damaged)
- Oil seals and o-rings
- Center housing and shaft assembly (if necessary)
- Lubricants and assembly grease

Step-by-Step Turbocharger Rebuild Process

Rebuilding a turbo involves disassembly, cleaning, inspection, replacement of worn parts, and
reassembly. Here?s a detailed guide:

1. Removal of the Turbocharger

- Disconnect the negative battery terminal.
- Remove intake and exhaust pipes connected to the turbo.
- Drain engine oil and coolant if necessary.
- Unbolt the turbo from the exhaust manifold and oil feed/return lines.
- Carefully extract the turbocharger from the engine bay.

2. Disassembly

- Place the turbo on a clean workbench.
- Remove the compressor cover, turbine housing, and center housing.
- Carefully extract the turbine and compressor wheels, noting their orientation.
- Use snap ring pliers to remove retaining rings.
- Remove bearings, seals, and shaft from the center housing.

3. Inspection and Cleaning

- Examine turbine and compressor blades for chips, cracks, or excessive wear.
- Check the shaft for straightness and play.
- Inspect bearings for scoring or pitting.
- Clean all components thoroughly using degreaser or specialized cleaning solutions.
- Use compressed air to remove debris from internal passages, avoiding damage to delicate

parts.

4. Replacing Worn or Damaged Parts
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- Replace seals, oil seals, and gaskets from the rebuild kit.
- Install new bearings if the old ones show wear.
- If blades are damaged, replace the entire turbine or compressor wheel.
- Ensure all replacement parts are compatible with the 706712 0001 part number specifications.

5. Reassembly

- Carefully assemble the shaft, bearings, and seals in the center housing.
- Reinstall turbine and compressor wheels, ensuring they rotate freely without contact.
- Secure retaining rings with snap ring pliers.
- Reassemble the turbine housing and compressor cover.
- Lubricate seals and bearings with high-temperature grease before reinstallation.

6. Reinstallation and Testing

- Mount the rebuilt turbo onto the exhaust manifold.
- Reconnect oil feed and return lines, ensuring tight seals.
- Reinstall intake and exhaust pipes.
- Refill engine oil and coolant if drained.
- Start the engine and allow it to reach operating temperature.
- Check for leaks, abnormal noises, and proper boost pressure.
- Use diagnostic tools to verify that all parameters are within specifications.

Tips for Successful Turbocharger Rebuild

- Use Quality Parts: Always opt for OEM or high-quality aftermarket components compatible with
the 1999 Golf TDI.

- Maintain a Clean Workspace: Prevent contamination of internal components.
- Measure Clearances Accurately: Use precision tools to ensure proper fit and operation.
- Follow Torque Specifications: Tighten bolts gradually and to specified torque values.
- Document the Process: Take photos during disassembly to aid in reassembly.
- Test Before Reinstallation: Spin the turbine manually to ensure smooth rotation.

Preventative Maintenance for Your Volkswagen Golf TDI Turbo

Regular maintenance can extend the life of your turbocharger:
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- Change Engine Oil Regularly: Use high-quality oil and change it per manufacturer
recommendations.

- Allow Engine to Warm Up: Avoid high RPMs immediately after cold startup.
- Replace Air Filters: Ensure clean intake air to prevent debris from damaging the turbo blades.
- Inspect Hoses and Connections: Look for cracks or leaks that can cause boost loss.
- Monitor Performance: Keep an eye on boost pressure and engine response.

When to Seek Professional Help

While DIY rebuilds are feasible for experienced mechanics, certain situations warrant professional
intervention:

- Extensive turbine or compressor wheel damage.
- Cracks in the turbine housing.
- Persistent oil leaks despite rebuild.
- Diagnostic trouble codes indicating complex issues.
- Lack of proper tools or technical expertise.

Professional rebuilds often include balancing and testing that ensures the turbo operates within strict
tolerances, which is critical for engine health.

Conclusion

The 1999 Volkswagen Golf TDI turbocharger rebuild and repair guide 706712 0001 offers
comprehensive insights into diagnosing, disassembling, repairing, and reassembling this vital
component. Proper maintenance and timely rebuilds can significantly enhance the longevity and
performance of your Golf?s diesel engine. Whether you?re a seasoned mechanic or a dedicated
DIYer, understanding each step in the rebuild process ensures that your vehicle remains reliable,
efficient, and powerful for years to come. Always prioritize safety, use quality parts, and follow
manufacturer specifications to achieve optimal results.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are the common signs indicating that a 1999 Volkswagen Golf TDI
turbocharger needs a rebuild or repair? Common signs include reduced engine power, excessive
exhaust smoke, increased oil consumption, strange whining noises from the turbo area, and a boost
pressure loss. If you notice these symptoms, it may be time to inspect or rebuild the turbocharger.
What are the necessary tools and parts required for rebuilding the turbocharger on a 1999 VW Golf
TDI (part number 706712 0001)? Key tools include a turbocharger rebuild kit, snap ring pliers,
bearing puller, seal installer, and basic hand tools. Required parts typically include new bearings,
seals, turbine and compressor wheels, and gaskets, all specified in the rebuild kit for part number
706712 0001. Is it feasible for a DIY enthusiast to rebuild the turbocharger on a 1999 VW Golf TDI,

Published by: www.happytailscorner.com Page 9 of 10



1999 volkswagen golf tdi turbocharger rebuild and repair guide... Vol. 2023, Issue 6

or should it be handled by a professional? While experienced DIYers with mechanical skills and
proper tools can attempt the rebuild, turbocharger repair requires precision and safety
considerations. If you're unfamiliar with turbo systems or lack the necessary tools, it's recommended
to seek professional service to ensure proper functioning and avoid damage. What are the
recommended steps in the repair process for a turbocharger with part number 706712 0001 on a
1999 VW Golf TDI? The process typically involves removing the turbocharger from the vehicle,
disassembling it carefully, inspecting and cleaning all components, replacing worn bearings and
seals with parts from the rebuild kit, reassembling the turbo with proper torque specifications, and
then reinstalling it onto the vehicle. Following manufacturer-specific procedures and torque settings
is essential. How can I prevent future turbocharger failures on my 1999 VW Golf TDI after a rebuild?
Regular oil changes with high-quality oil, ensuring proper engine maintenance, avoiding excessive
engine loads, and allowing the engine to warm up before driving can prolong turbocharger life.
Additionally, using the correct air filters and avoiding debris ingestion can help prevent damage. 
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